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Opening Prayer 

Bible 

Isaiah 44:1-5 (pew Bible regular print – p.591; large print – p.1129) 

We will focus on two key phrases in this passage. The first one is in verse 
3, and it says: “I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessings 
on your descendants.” 

To whom had God promised many descendants?  

One major problem with this promise was that it was given to a family with 
a history of infertility. See Genesis 11:30 (reg. print – p.9; large print – p.17) 
and Genesis 25:21 (reg. print – p.19; large print – p.37) and Genesis 30:1 
(reg. print – p.24; large print – p.46). 

How could God keep this promise of many descendants be to a family with 
infertility problems? 

In Isaiah 44:3, when the Lord again speaks of Israel’s offspring and 
descendants, there is again a question of whether the promise can be kept. 
While in exile in Babylon, Israel’s numbers were merely a fraction of what 
they had been. The northern tribes of Israel were deported and scattered 
during Isaiah’s lifetime. The tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi would be 
decimated in the war with Babylon. Their numbers would become small. At 
Immanuel, we can relate to that. 

God’s ways are not our ways. See Isaiah 55:8-9 (reg. print – p.602; large 
print – p.1150). 

The Lord chooses the lowly. See 1 Corinthians 1:28 and 1:22-23 (reg. print 
– p.924; large print – p.1771).  

The Lord chooses the lowly. What does this say to our congregation? 



The second key phrase we will look at in Isaiah 44:1-5 is in verse 5. It says: 
“Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lord’…still others will write on their hand, 
‘The Lord’s.’” 

Why would the Israelites write the Lord’s name on their hands while they 
lived in exile in Babylon?  

You may recall the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Were 
those their original names? See Daniel 1:6-7 (reg. print – p.719; large print 
– p.1375). 

The Babylonians made it a practice to change the names of their captives. 
The captives were given Babylonian names. These new names were 
actually brief statements about various Babylonian gods. Well, Israelite 
names were brief statements about the Lord God of Israel. Why did the 
Babylonians issue new names? What could happen to Israelite faith as a 
result of the loss to Babylon and subsequent exile? 

When in Babylon, do as the Babylonians, right? Change your name; 
change your god. 

Yet, the Lord promised that would not happen to His people. They would 
not be spared exile. On the other hand, they would remain faithful in exile. 
Why? Because their God was real. He is the Almighty. So, by the strength 
of the Lord, the Israelites living in exile would mark themselves, write on 
themselves, perhaps even brand themselves with reminders of the Lord 
God of Israel. They would continue to give themselves Israelite names: “I 
belong to the Lord.”  

See Genesis 17:23 (reg. print – p.12; large print – p.24) and Ezekiel 9:4 
(reg. print – p.680; large print – p.1299) and John 20:25 (reg. print – p.881; 
large print – p.1686).  

In Christ, we belong to the Lord. No matter how lowly we are, He has 
chosen us. We are His. What marks have been placed on us that show we 
belong to the Lord? “Receive the sign of the cross both upon your forehead 
and upon your heart to mark you as redeemed by Christ the crucified.”  



 

 


